statements saying you are opposed to prostitution in order to access funds-in short when it is possible to use logic rather than politics.
''So the summit of global health is the result of this community and the Gates family. Even that is not by chance. It is the result of family traditions of community involvement on the part of Bill's and Melinda's families. It is the result of a product purchased by billions of people, with each person, through no conscious effort, investing in what would become a fortune and then a foundation. So every person that has ever used a word processor or PowerPoint, or sent an e-mail, has invested in AIDS, malaria, and tuberculosis. Isn't that amazing? Our challenge is to let them know they are invested. That they are also global citizens and part of this network.
''I have two grandchildren here tonight. Max, the 7 year old, asked me several months ago, ''What is the most important thing people could do to make the world better''? I can tell you that simply having him ask that question already makes my world better. His sister, Olyana, 5 months old, has provided part of the answer by getting her immunizations, which provide personal protection but also end up protecting others as part of the social contract involved in living in society. But it is more than that. It is one more reminder that we need to share the protection she has received with every child. That is a core value that the Gates family continues to repeat. A child born anywhere in the world is as precious as one born in Seattle.
''The past in global health has been, quite candidly, fumbling and inadequate. It has been well meaning, but not coordinated. It has been laden by problems due to human foibles, but not by chance.
''The present is an unbelievable opportunity.'' Bill and Melinda Gates are the founders and (along with Warren Buffett) the funders of the Gates Foundation, yes. But they are the deeply involved, handson heart and soul of the Gates Foundation as well. Every investment that the Foundation has made-$3.6 billion in global development, $15.3 billion in global health, $6 billion in United States programs (largely education and libraries), and $1 billion in nonprogram grants-bears the indelible and unmistakable imprint of their vision and involvement.
In global development, the Foundation's activities have included agricultural productivity, financial services for the poor, water, sanitation, hygiene, and global libraries. In global health, the Foundation's activities have included acute diarrheal illness, immunization, acute lower respiratory infections, family planning, HIV/AIDS, malaria, maternal and child health and nutrition, polio, and vaccine development-including an audacious Grand Challenges in Global Health initiative which identified a set of scientific problems that, if solved, could lead to advances against multiple diseases, and now supports hundreds of innovative projects by the very best scientists in the world to attack these problems. In the United States, the Foundation's activities have included data-driven K-12 improvements and libraries.
Focusing on global health, Bill and Melinda Gates' interest in improving tools has led to research in tropical diseases that didn't exist before.
The vaccine and drug research they have supported has increasingly focused research on the health problems of poor countries and the ''neglected tropical diseases.'' The approaches they have pioneered with the private sector help to provide long-term interest in these problems. For example, because of their leadership, there are multiple public/private efforts testing new tuberculosis vaccines in human trials, a development of enormous potential.
Once again, people are working toward malaria eradication, and reductions in death and suffering from this disease are already obvious.
Application of the tools has been strengthened with their support of GAVI (Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunizations) where countries need to demonstrate the effectiveness of their vaccine programs in order to qualify for newer and often expensive vaccines. Micronutrient programs have improved because of their investment in the GAIN (Global Alliance for Improved Nutrition) program.
Their interest has, in turn, led to increased public and private resources and increased political interest. Governments see results are possible and politicians see political benefits when they associate with global health programs that work.
Another result of their activities has been increased interest by students to get training in global health. On almost every university campus, there are now global health initiatives, often started by students and later involving faculties. In many schools of public health, a desire to work in global health is the leading reason students give for pursuing their studies. This new interest is a product of the last decade.
The sum of these parts-increased research, programs of application, incorporation of the private sector, heightened political interest, academic interest, and student enthusiasm-exceeds anything that we might have dared even to imagine as we entered this century.
The amount that the Gates Foundation has expended thus far in its various initiatives is, of course, very substantial, but it pales in comparison to the resources of governments worldwide. The impact of the Foundation's investments, though, has been extraordinary and transformative. This is due to the unique approach of the Foundation-its laser-like focus on specific problems and on high-impact results, its use of ''logic rather than politics.'' This, in turn, is due directly to the intellect, vision, philosophy, and deep engagement of Bill and Melinda.
Bill Gates first changed the world through the creation of Microsoft and the personal computing software industry (and, indeed, through the creation of the very notion that software had inherent value, rather than being merely a vehicle to sell hardware). He and Melinda, together, are changing the world again. There is much yet to come from their work through the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation-the mind boggles at the prospect! But the impact thus far, on those less fortunate at home and around the globe, places them at the forefront of global citizens.
